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HOMEAID FOCUSES ON HOMELESS VETERANS 

National charity helps out with Homes for Our Veterans Initiative 

 

 

HomeAid has throughout its 27 year history built hundreds of housing projects and conducted 

community outreach for numerous charities helping those experiencing homelessness for reasons 

ranging from domestic abuse, natural disasters, medical or financial crises, or youth aging out of 

the foster care system.  One group of these situationally homeless populations that is in particular 

need of help these days is veterans coming home from overseas.  

 

Veterans face unique issues coming back from traumatic situations and being thrust back into 

civilian life, often without the support systems and skills necessary to do so successfully right 

away.  That is why HomeAid has long done its best to build housing for homeless vets and is 

announcing today—in honor of Memorial Day and the memory of those veterans not so fortunate 

to make it home—that it will be consolidating and escalating its efforts in this area with its 

Homes for Our Veterans (HOV) Initiative. 

 

“Our veterans have endured conditions and made sacrifices for the rest of us that we can never 

adequately thank them for,” said Peter Simons, CEO of HomeAid America.  “But one thing we 

absolutely cannot do is ignore their basic needs—housing being one of the biggest—when they 

return to civilian life.  No veteran in this country should be without a roof over his or her head.”  

 

HomeAid’s HOV Initiative has four main components: shelter development for charities 

working with homeless vets, community outreach activities to support these charities, 

involvement in broader national and local events such as Operation Stand Down to help vets in 

need, and advocating for veterans’ causes through our network of 17 chapters across the country. 

 

Key to HomeAid’s model is to engage the construction industry to build facilities where 

experienced service providers that assist those experiencing homelessness learn the skills 

necessary to become self-sufficient while living in comfortable, dignified surroundings. These 

charities offer programs that address basic needs such as financial literacy, job training, and 



counseling.  The power of HomeAid’s operating model is the financial leverage it provides to 

our service providers in that half of the cost of our facilities has been donated by homebuilders, 

their trade contractors, and suppliers. 

 

This program has been used successfully to help service providers exclusively helping veterans 

in 30 HomeAid projects to date, with more currently in development.  These projects are valued 

at over $7 million—half of which has donated in-kind by HomeAid’s builders and their trade 

partners—and have created 350 new beds for that have already served over 4,700 vets. 

 

Just this past year, three new veterans projects were completed:  HomeAid San Diego completed 

a new Veterans and Families Resource Center for Interfaith Community Services, HomeAid 

Inland Empire dedicated five renovated apartments for homeless veterans at the U.S. VETS 

facility in Riverside CA, and HomeAid Sacramento renovated the first 6 of the 12 apartments in 

a complex dedicated for veterans—the other 6 apartments will be renovated this year—bringing 

the total number of veterans housed by the project to 23. 

 

HomeAid also participates in Community Outreach activities to support homeless veterans: 

 

HomeAid Orange County was part of OC Stand Down in 2015 as the Housing and Shelter Unit 

Lead, reaching out to housing providers to assist homeless veterans access housing and services, 

and also worked with Bank of America to provide 500 personal hygiene CareKits for the 

veterans that attended the Stand Down. 

 

In the Bay Area, HomeAid Northern California has partnered with Sentinels of Freedom on 

various projects for veterans including the recent creation of a Veterans Success Corner at 

College of Alameda. 

 

HomeAid has received several grants specifically geared towards its Homes for Our Veterans 

initiative, including grants from Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Masco Corporation 

Foundation, and the Home Depot Foundation. With the help of HomeAid and its building 

industry partners, homeless veterans can be given a second chance to reclaim their self-

sufficiency, and with it, dignified and productive lives.  We owe that to them for their sacrifices 

for our country. 

 

To get involved in this effort or learn more about this initiative, visit www.homeaid.org.  

 

ABOUT HOMEAID AMERICA  

HomeAid is a leading national non-profit provider of housing for homeless families and 

individuals, founded in Southern California in 1989.  Through the generosity of builders, their 

trades and their suppliers, HomeAid has completed over 440 housing projects nationwide at a 

value of more than $210 million, of which nearly 50 percent has been donated by the building 

industry.  HomeAid currently has 60 additional projects in development across the country.  

Over the years, HomeAid has added nearly 8,000 beds in facilities helping the homeless, housing 

over 240,000 people.  HomeAid works through a network of 17 active chapters in 12 states 

across the country.  

http://www.homeaid.org/

